4






Assessment of Fire Safety Awareness among 
Students Living in UC Berkeley Hostels





Student’s Name
Department, University
Course Number and Name
Instructor’s Name
Date





[bookmark: _GoBack]Throughout history, there have been many discoveries and innovations that people have made to make their lives easier and more efficient. These many creations have enabled us to advance our culture while also paving the way for future advancement and inspiring new ways of thought. One of man's great discoveries is the fire which by far revolutionized people's way of thinking and acting as far as having a unique connection to humans is concerned (Gowlett, 2016). But as much as the discovery is known, it remains a mystery to many how humans began to control fire and customize it for their needs. Based on the developments that have been realized as a result of fire discovery, it might be a little harsh to talk about the disadvantages of fire, but on an equal scale, fire has also turned out to be destructive and devastating anything that comes on its way; to make it worse is that the devastation is irreversible once it happens. Thus based on the irreversible acts of fire, the research shall seek to assess students' preparedness in response to fire outbreaks in their hostels.
The study's target population will be all UC Berkeley students present in the school compound when the data collection is conducted. This population will be easily accessible on Tuesday mid-morning since that is the time many students are breaking for another class, and many classes are also on that day. As such, it will be more of a random technique rather than a calculated one.
The dependent variable was fire safety preparedness, while the independent variables were as follows:
· The socio-demographic characteristics of the students
· Availability of fire safety preparedness equipment
· Attitude/ perception on fire safety preparedness
· Adherence to fire safety preparedness procedures.
For the purposes of the study, the phenomenological qualitative research design that mainly majors on the cross-sectional descriptive approach on fire safety preparedness will be adopted. The approach will be chosen because its angle of focus on emergency preparedness is very natural. The approach primarily bases its ideology on the collection of qualitative information; the information reflects the perception, understandings, feelings, and the respondent's opinions on fire emergence preparedness of the study areas. 
The alternative methodological approach that I would choose is juxtaposing. The juxtaposing approach is usually helpful when comparing one item to another. It is very much appropriate for this study in the sense that the researcher may engage in comparing the various levels of preparedness among the students. People are different and emanate from different backgrounds, and based on this, there might be those who are very familiar with fire safety and may know how to react in case of a fire outbreak. On the other hand, there might be those that might be clueless about fire safety. Thus by recognizing these aspects, the juxtaposing approach as an alternative approach fits well. 
Even though juxtaposing may be an appropriate approach for the study, the qualitative approach I had chosen earlier represents the study very well. This is based on the fact that the approach is very appropriate for exploratory purposes. The approach allows one to dig deeper to find meaningful information that is helpful to the study. Besides offering rich information, the researcher also uses a smaller sample size, thereby increasing accuracy.
One of the approach's limitations is that a lot of time is consumed collecting the data points. It also does offer statistical representation; therefore, it may be challenging to apply the findings to a broader population (Miller, 2019). The best results that can be achieved are comparison data that help understand why some things are the way they do.

References
Gowlett, J. A. (2016). The Discovery if Fire by Humans: A Long and Convoluted Process. Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society, 371(1696).
Miller, B. (2019, Mar 23). Advantages and Disadvantages of Qualitative Research Methods. Retrieved from Green Grage: https://greengarageblog.org/19-advantages-and-disadvantages-of-qualitative-research-methods



